The Insectarium

Imagine an enclosed area just swarming with tiny, freakish beasts. Millions of them
crawling around, randomly piercing the air with hideous ear-piercing screeches. This is
Montreal's Insectarium on a Saturday afternoon... and the beasts of which I'm speaking
are, of course, children. The insects? They're cool.
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It was our fault for visiting the Insectarium on a freezing cold weekend afternoon, when
literally every family in a fifty-mile radius had the same idea. We should have timed our
visit for a sunny Tuesday in June, when normal people want to be outside. Because
when the Insectarium is jammed-packed with children, you'll be plotting your escape
from the moment you enter. And that would be a shame. This place is so cool, it
deserves a big chunk of your time.

Montreal's is the biggest insectarium in North America, and among the largest in the
world, collecting over 250,000 of the planet's weirdest and most beautiful creepy-
crawlies, many of them alive. There are scorpions and spiders, cockroaches and
termites, while huge glass cases enclose pinned butterflies and beetles from around the
world, displaying their unbelievably varied colors and shapes.



