Walking Across the Jacques-Cartier Bridge

Built in 1930, the Jacques Cartier Bridge connects the Island of Montreal to both the ile
Sainte-Héléne and the mainland shore of Longueuil. It's one of Canada's busiest bridges,
on which traffic comes to a standstill during rush-hour, but a separate lane for
pedestrians and bikes provides an incredible view of the city's skyline.

Plenty of bikers use the Jacques Cartier Bridge, but we were the only walkers when we
crossed on a Friday morning. It wasn't really a surprise: crossing the bridge by foot isn't
a practical solution for people who need to get places. Its total length is almost three
kilometers, and the subway is more convenient for almost every conceivable situation.

But if you're looking for a different view of Montreal, the bridge is an excellent option.
With a maximum height of 104 meters (341 feet), you're far above the water, allowing
you to look over Ile Saint-Héléne, La Ronde theme park, the Molson Brewery, and
across to downtown Montreal. And although the noise of the traffic is aggravating, you
might find that the photo opportunities are worth it.
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